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       The common belief among people is that the book of Jonah is a story of how the King 
of Nineveh and its inhabitants repented and how the Most High YAHAWAH saved the Ninevites 
after their repentance; this however is a mischaracterization of what actually took place. What 
many people don’t understand about this whole situation with Nineveh is that the Most High told 
the prophet Jonah, who was from the Southern Kingdom of Judah, to go and prophesy against 
Nineveh because of their sins (Transgressions), but what was their sin or transgression?  

Yahawah brought the Syrians against the Northern Kingdom of Ephraim and under captivity 
because of their continued Idolatrous practices as described in: 

2 Kings 13:[3] “And the anger of Yahawah was kindled against Israel, and he delivered them into the 
hand of Hazael king of Syria, and into the hand of Ben-hadad the son of Hazael, all their days.  

[4]And Jehoahaz besought Yahawah, and Yahawah hearkened unto him: for he saw the oppression of 
Israel, because the king of Syria oppressed them.” 

2 Kings 14:[23] “For Yahawah saw the affliction of Israel, that it was very bitter: for there was not 
any shut up, nor any left, nor any helper for Israel.” 

       From these verses, we’re able to see what the “Sin” or transgression of Nineveh was, the 
abuse, oppression, and bitter affliction of the Northern Kingdom of Ephraim who were captives 
under both Hazael and his son Ben-hadad the Kings of Syria. It should be understood that in 
many places in the scriptures when relating to Assyria the often-shortened form Syria is used by 
Greeks and Romans when referring to Assyria, as well as the fact that Nineveh was the capital of 
Assyria and not Syria. This text change regarding Assyria to Syria was made by the writers of the  
Septuagint Greek version of the originally Hebrew writings who made significant grammatical 
changes.   

       Jonah was sent to warn the Assyrians and their king that if they didn’t cease (repent) from 
their transgressions against the children of Israel from the Northern Kingdom, then they would be 
destroyed. Upon taking heed from Jonah’s prophetic declaration unto them they ceased (repented) 
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from their transgressions against the children of Israel so that Yahawah turned from destroying 
them because of them doing what he had said. This was the reason they were spared, and also that it 
would fulfill Yahawah’s prophetic word, which he told Abraham that he would not destroy a place 
if there were righteous among the wicked and would spare the city for the 10’s sake (Gen. 18:32). 
These writings are prophetically linked to the nation of Israel, they are a continued cycle, the thing 
that hath been is that which shall surely be (Eccl. 1:9).  

Yahawah’s heart is toward his people, the children of Yasharalah: 

Jeremiah 46:[27] “But fear not thou, O my servant  Jacob, and be not dismayed, O Israel: for,  
behold, I will save thee from afar off, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and  Jacob shall.       
return, and be in rest and at ease, and none shall make him afraid.”                                                       

 

This is highlighted and fulfilled in;  

2 Kings 13:[5] “And Yahawah gave Israel a savior, so that they went out from under the hand of the 
Assyrians: the children of Israel dwelt in their tents, as beforetime.” 

       The savior being spoken of in 2 Kings 13:5 was Jeroboam the son of Joash/ Jehoash the King 
of Israel (2 Kings 13:6), who proceeded with the conquests by which his father had reclaimed their 
territorial lands as described in 2 Kings 13:14-19 & 22-25. 

       The mercy was towards the Most High’s people, and to maintain his word that he promised 
unto our forefathers Abraham, Isaac, & Jacob that his name would be magnified for his own 
righteousness, the righteousness by which we never maintained ourselves in the covenant that he 
made with us.  

       Nevertheless, the understanding of what the book of Jonah was talking about should now be 
clear. The people that were saved in the book of Jonah were the members of the Northern 
Kingdom of Israel that had been taken captive into Assyria. Therefore, the salvation was not 
focused on the Nineveh people, but actually Israelites that were in Nineveh, and here lies the truth 
of the continued salvation of the people from the Nation of Israel who were the chosen people 
who were often saved from their enemies, but also to teach them a lesson. The lesson was for them 
to know that it is an automatic certainty that YAHAWAH will not spare his people from 
judgment; the same way a father disciplines his son and doesn’t spare his son if he is practicing 
wicked things that bring shame to himself, his family, and the family name.  

Shalawm, all praises to the Most High, the lover of his people. 


